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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REFLECTION

UC MERCED LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Local indigenous people, including 
the Yokuts and Miwuk who understand the earth 
as a place for everyone, first inhabited the land 
where UC Merced is located. When we address 
diversity on this campus, we do so boldly, daring 
to look forward and backward, imagining 
diversity’s demand for the 21st century and the 
importance of diversity in addressing past 
wrongs, reaffirming humanity, and ensuring a 
reconciliatory path of redress for the future. The 
most prominent path on our campus is called 
Scholars Lane. By day, you can see, hear and 
witness the embodiment of our diversity through 
campus community members making their way 
across campus framed by the slopes and peaks of 
the Sierra Nevada.

• What intentions do you have to disrupt 
and dismantle colonialism beyond this 
land acknowledgement?

• What is your organization doing beyond 
acknowledging whose land and labor 
allow you to live, work, and/or learn in 
that space? 



COMMUNITY GUIDELINES

This space is to provide UC Merced the foundations needed to astutely build an anti-racist strategy. Our 
campus is set to will grow. As we do, we will weave the values of equity, diversity, and inclusion within 
academic affairs, student affairs, our business units, and organizational decision making.

You are critical in this transformative work.

Discussions of racism, its pervasiveness, and how it shows up in your day are extremely difficult. To help 
process today's content, please honor the following guidelines:

Community Guidelines:

• Share the airspace (one divx, one mic)-Engagement
• Reflect and participate in the chat
• Process, process, process whether at home, in the chat, in discussion, etc.
• The goal is to bring this reflection back to your daily practice and drive 

session #7



1. CHAT: Write your clarifying questions in the chat, and someone will 
communicate them to me. I will not check the chat until breaks, but feel free 
to communicate with other participants.

2. TAKING NOTES: The material is dense & complex, so I strongly encourage using 
ACTIVE LEARNING STRATEGIES: note-taking, asking questions, and discussing
(rather than just listening, which is passive learning):

• Please take notes using the outline provided in the Word doc

• Please share your thoughts in the chat when I request (this also allows us to 
hear ALL the voices in the room)

3. BREAKS: We will have three 2-minute “brain breaks”: 30 seconds to rest our 
brain, 90 seconds for active processing in our notes.

© 2021 Uproo*ng Inequity LLC

Seminar Logistics and Expectations
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1. Share thoughts and take-aways in chat
(We would like 100% participation!)

2. Verbal discussion 
(Please limit comments to 1 minute)

End-of-Presentation Discussion
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Note-taking Outline (Word Doc)
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Uproo%ng Inequity LLC 
Series on the History of Structural Inequity in the U.S.
1. Origins: The Social Construction of Race, Ethnicity, and Racism

2. The Historical Reproduction of Anti-Black Racism

3. The Causes and Impacts of Structural Racism

4. A short history of Latinx Racialization

5. A short history of Asian American Racialization

6. History of Coalition & Conflict between Blacks, Latinos, Asians, & Poor Whites

7. Towards an Equitable “Us” Society: Lessons learned and Directions Forward
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Agenda
1. An Overview of Latinx Demographics

2. A Short History of Latinx Racialization:

a. Layer 1: Under Spanish colonial rule

b. Layer 2: Post-Independent Latin America

c. Layer 3: Under United States colonialism

d. Layer 4: Latinx racialization in the United States
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U.S. Population by Race and Hispanic Origin, 2019

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates, 2019. 
Analysis: K.M. Johnson. Carsey School, University of New Hampshire

Note: The Hispanic
category includes 
Hispanics of any races.

12.5%
60.1%

18.5%

5.8%

0.9%

2.2%
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The share of 
La:nx in the 
U.S. popula:on 
will con:nue 
to grow.



© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC



© 2021 Uproo*ng Inequity LLC



© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

Hispanic Asian

American IndianBlack



Source: FB: 
@LangCultLing
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Mexico lost one-
third of its
territory to the
U.S.: Texas in
1836 and Alta
California and
Nuevo Mexico in 
1848
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65% of Latinx 
are of Mexican 
origin, and 
almost 10% are 
of Puerto Rican 
origin
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“New Orleans has more than 25,000 
Hondurans, with roots that go back a 
century to the former United Fruit Co. 
and Standard Fruit Co., now Chiquita and 
Dole. The two companies were 
headquartered [in New Orleans], but 
they grew bananas in Central America, 
especially in Honduras, where they 
controlled much of the land and, for a 
time, the government”.
Source: Reckdahl, Katy. “N.O. a Hub for Honduran Children 
Fleeing Violence” The Times-Picayune, Aug 10, 2014.
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Guatemalans 
and Hondurans 
had among the 
lowest shares 
of U.S. Ci:zens

A small number of residents of 
Puerto Rican origin indicated 
that they were born outside of 
the U.S. and Puerto Rico, and 
thus were not U.S. citizens.

Source: Pew Research Center 
tabulations of the 2013 
American Community Survey
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Median U.S. Household 
income was $52,000. 

Source: Pew Research 
Center tabulations of the 
2013 American 
Community Survey

South Americans 
tend to have the 
highest 
household 
income levels, 
while Dominican, 
Honduran, 
Guatemalan, and 
Puerto Ricans 
tend to have the 
lowest levels.
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1. 30 seconds to rest your brain

2. 90 seconds for active processing in your notes: 
• Summarize main ideas in your own words
• Identify important new ideas

• Note areas where you would like additional 
clarification

2-Minute Brain Break: 



Agenda
1. An Overview of Latinx Demographics

2. A Short History of Latinx Racialization:

a. Layer 1: Under Spanish colonial rule

b. Layer 2: Post-Independent Latin America

c. Layer 3: Under United States colonialism

d. Layer 4: Latinx racialization in the United States
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Laura E. Gomez, Inventing Latinos. A New Story of American Racism, 2020. © 2021 Uproo*ng Inequity LLC

Racialization

“Racialization is how society and the state assign 
individuals to racial groups and the relative position 
of groups to each other”.



Laura E. Gomez, Inventing Latinos. A New Story of American Racism, 2020. © 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

The History of Latinx Racialization
"We now turn to examining racism toward and racializaLon of 
LaLnos, but we must do so by seeking to understand the legacy of 
four layers of white supremacy, some of them overlapping in Lme:

1.  Under Spanish colonial rule in LaLn America; 

2. AVer independence from Spain; 

3. Under American colonial rule in LaLn America; and 

4. In terms of racializaLon in the United States".
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Blacks

Whites

Race in the 
British Colonies

NaLve 
Americans

Race in the 
British Colonies

Blacks

Whites

Native 
Americans



Historian Seth Rockman (2005) 
“Liberty is Land and Slaves: The Great Contradiction” 
It was not just a coincidence that some people in 19th century America had liberty 
while others did not; rather, some people's liberty depended upon the denial of 
liberty to others”

The liberty that offered prosperity to southern white men required expansive 
oppression--the violent appropriation of millions of acres of "frontier" land from the 
Native American people who possessed them, and the violent enslavement of 
millions of African Americans whose labor would transform these lands 
into profitable plantations.

…liberty for some was made possible by oppression for others.
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Blacks

Whites

Race in the 19th

Century U.S.

Native 
Americans

Need their 
LAND

Need their 
LABOR



White Black

EARLY Colonial Period:  White, Negro, and Mulatto 
as somewhat fluid racial categories 

subordinate to class status

LATE Colonial Period:  White and Negro seen as disMnct, 
essenMalized, “natural”, God-given binary categories

© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

White 
Race

Black Race

The White and Black Races 
Were Socially Constructed Through Laws

Hypodescent:

(the “one drop rule”)

Mixed-race children are assigned 

to the socially “inferior” race



Casta pain^ng containing complete set of 
16 casta combina^ons: 

Racial hierarch/classifica-on in 
Spanish & Portuguese colonies in the Americas



© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLCGil, Joame+e, “What White Americans Misunderstand About Mixed-Race La=nx Iden=ty” The Nib. Nov. 10, 2017.

https://thenib.com/mixed-race-latinx-identity/
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Race in the British Colonies

Blacks

Whites

Native 
Americans

Race in the 
Spanish/
Portuguese 
Colonies
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Race in the BriLsh Colonies

Blacks

Whites

Native 
Americans

Race in the 
Spanish/
Portuguese 
Colonies

Both 

White 

Supremacist
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UNDER SPANISH COLONIALISM:
White Supremacist racial structure 

with several mixed-race "races”

Population was majority White Population was majority mestizo/mulato

POST INDEPENDENCE:
National ideology 
privileges Whites

POST INDEPENDENCE:
NaMonal ideology privileges 
Mes$zos or mixed race

(Modified) Racial CATEGORIES
White is normative 

and privileged;
Blacks/Indigenous are 

marginalized and discriminated

RACIAL SPECTRUMS;
Mes]zo/mixed Race 

(“la raza cósmica) 
is norma]ve and glorified;

Blacks/Indigenous are 
marginalized and discriminated

Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, 
Costa Rica, southern Brazil

Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, northern Brazil 

Source: Ayo Magwood. Conceptual Visualization of the findings of “Colonial Legacies and Comparative Racial 
Identification in the Americas”. L McNamee. American Journal of Sociology 126 (2), 318-353, 2020. 2*, 2020.

https://www.lachlanmcnamee.com/uploads/1/2/5/8/125855905/ajs_revision_july2020.pdf


White
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United States, Canada

Colombia, Mexico, Ecuador, Peru, Northern Brazil 

White

Mestizo/Pardo Black

Black

White Black

South Africa, Argentina, Chile, 
Uruguay, Costa Rica, Southern Brazil

Mestizo

Source: Ayo Magwood. Conceptual Visualization of the findings of “Colonial Legacies and Comparative Racial 
Identification in the Americas”. L McNamee. American Journal of Sociology 126 (2), 318-353, 2020. 2*, 2020.

Racial Categories:
Societies with histories 
of whiteness ideology, 
and legal racial 
classification and 
discrimination

Racial Spectrums:
Societies with histories of 
mestizaje or racial 
democracy ideology, 
and no history of legal 
racial classification

https://www.lachlanmcnamee.com/uploads/1/2/5/8/125855905/ajs_revision_july2020.pdf
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Source: Telles, Edward and Rene Flores, “Not Just White: Whiteness, 
Nation and Status in Latin America”, Hispanic American Historical Review 
(2013) 93 (3): 411–449. Based on regressions for each country with data 
from 2010 America’s Barometer.

Racial CATEGORIES: Countries with histories of whiteness ideology. Most identify as either 
“black” or “white”. A wide spectrum of light-skinned skin colors is considered “white”.
Racial SPECTRUKS: Countries with histories of mestizaje or racial democracy ideology. 
Only those with the lightest or darkest skin tones identify as “white” or “black”; most 
identify as “mestizo,” “mulato,” etc.

Racial Spectrums;
MesVzaje is glorified

Racial Categories;
Whiteness is glorified

% of Persons with Light Brown Skin 
Color (#4) That Iden=fy as White
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Source: Zizumbo-Colunga and Iván Flores Martínez, “Is Mexico a Post-Racial Country? Inequality and Skin Tone 
across the Americas” AmericasBarometer: Topical Brief. Nov 6. 2017.

Skin Tone and Material Wealth
From least to most skin-color discrimination

Skin Tone and Educational Attainment
From least to most skin-color discrimination

Even Latin 
American 
nations that 
celebrate 
mestizaje are 
still racist

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/insights/ITB031en.pdf
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Skin Color and Racial Inequality in Income Across the Americas
Per capita household income (relative to skin color category 5)

Source: Bailey, Stanley R., Aliya Saperstein and Andrew M. Penner. 2014. 
"Race, Color and Income Inequality Across the Americas." Demographic 
Research31(24): 735-756. Using data from United States – 2012 General 
Social Survey; all others – 2012 AmericasBarometer. 

Notes: The mean per capita household income of skin color category five 
serves as the reference (0%) for each country. 

Skin color points are shaded to match the category number on the color 
scales. 

Racial categories are denoted by leUers – W = white/blanca, B = 
black/negra, A = Asian/amarela, M = mulYracial (US only), L = LaYna (US 
only) or Ladina (Guatemala only), Me = MesYza, Mo = Morena, Mu = 
Mulata, I = Indígena/American Indian. 

Countries are arranged according to the percent of the sample that falls 
into the lightest 3 skin color categories (highest to lowest). Only race and 
color categories with 30 or more respondents are reported.

Even Latin 
American 
nations that 
celebrate 
mestizaje are 
still racist

https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/24/31-24.pdf
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Even Latin American nations that celebrate mestizaje 
are still racist

Gil, Joame+e, “What White Americans Misunderstand About Mixed-Race La=nx Iden=ty” The Nib. Nov. 10, 2017.

https://thenib.com/mixed-race-latinx-identity/
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Ayo Magwood (Uprooting Inequity LLC), using data from Rumbaut, Rubén G. "Pigments of our imagination: on the racialization and racial identities 
of ‘Hispanics’ and ‘Latinos’." How the US racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its consequences (2011): 15-36.
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Ayo Magwood (Uprooting Inequity LLC),using data from Rumbaut, Rubén G. "Pigments of our imagination: on the racialization and racial identities 
of ‘Hispanics’ and ‘Latinos’." How the US racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its consequences (2011): 15-36.
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1. 30 seconds to rest your brain

2. 90 seconds for ac:ve processing in your notes: 
• Summarize main ideas in your own words
• Iden:fy important new ideas

• Note areas where you would like addi:onal 
clarifica:on

2-Minute Brain Break: 
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c. Layer 3: Under United States colonialism

d. Layer 4: Latinx racialization in the United States
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“If, for African Americans, the fundamental racial origin story is one of capture in Africa, forced travel to 
North America, and brutal enslavement itself protected by law, what is the defining race-making crucible 
of Latinos? The clear answer is that it begins with American colonialism and empire in Latin America.

Whether in order to extend the country to the Pacific (Mexico), to extract resources like coffee, sugar, or 
bananas (Puerto Rico, Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica), to connect the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans (Panama, Nicaragua), to achieve America’s “manifest destiny” in the hemisphere (all) or to 
provide access to an exploitable labor force (all), the United States has invaded, annexed, covertly and 
overtly interfered, and governed its way across Latin America for two centuries. 

The linkages between America’s overt and sometimes covert interventions in Mexico, the Caribbean, 
and Central America, and the migration of people northward from those regions connects with how 
Latinos experience racial oppression today”.

“…the result was uniformly the displacement of peasants and workers in those countries, such that 
migration to the United States was preordained. …Once here, most first- and second-generation Latinos… 
have toiled in the lowest-paying, least-skilled jobs in the agriculture, construction, service, and 
manufacturing sectors”.

“Just as Sivanandan expressed about Britain, colonialism and migration are likewise on the same 
continuum for the United States… ‘we are here because you were there’”

Laura E. Gomez, Inventing Latinos. A New Story of American Racism, 2020. © 2021 Uproo*ng Inequity LLC



Mexico lost one-
third of its
territory to the
U.S.: Texas in
1836 and Alta
California and
Nuevo Mexico in 
1848
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Territorial Evolution of 
Mexico since 1821 to 2019



“We didn’t cross the border; 
the border crossed us”
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15-33% of cowboys 
were Mexican 
Americans 
(20-25% were Black).

© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

LeT: NaMve American and 
African-American cowboys, 
circa 1860-1870.
Buyenlarge/Ge,y Images, FILE

Below: Group portrait of American cowboys. 
Undated photograph. (Getty Images)

Haeber, Jonathan (August 15, 2003). “Vaqueros: The First Cowboys of the Open Range”. Na@onal Geographic News. 
Retrieved July 27, 2019. Nodjimbadem, Ka*e (February 13, 2017). “The Lesser-Known History of African-American 
Cowboys”. Smithsonian. Retrieved 6 July 2019.
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Blacks

Whites

Race in the 19th

Century U.S.

Native 
Americans

How do we fit 
Mexican-Americans 
into our racial 
hierarchy?

Need their 
LAND

Need their 
LABOR
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Blacks

Whites

Race in the 19th

Century U.S.

Native 
Americans

How do we fit 
Mexican-Americans 
into our racial 
hierarchy?

Mexican 
Americans

Need their 
LAND

Need their 
LABOR



Manifest Destiny “American Progress”, John Gast, 1872.



Manifest Destiny and Imperialism
“10,000 Miles From Tip 
to Tip”, 1899



Cap=on: "School Begins. Uncle Sam (to his new class in CivilizaFon): Now, children, you've got to learn these lessons whether you want
to or not! But just take a look at the class ahead of you, and remember that, in a li,le while, you will feel as glad to be here as they are!"
Blackboard: The consent of the governed is a good thing in theory, but very rare in fact. — England has governed her colonies whether 
they consented or not. By not waiFng for their consent she has greatly advanced the world's civilizaFon. — The U.S. must govern its new 
territories with or without their consent unFl they can govern themselves.
Poster: The Confederated States refused their consent to be governed, but the Union was preserved without their consent.

Puck, 
1899

25 January 
1899
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A cartoon depicting the rescue of 
oppressed people by the United States, 
entitled "What The United States Has 
Fought For". 1914.

McCutcheon, John T., 1914.



White Man’s Burden

Gillam, Victor. "The White Man's Burden." Judge, 1899. 

“John Bull” (the 
personification of 
the U.K.) and 
“Uncle Sam” (the 
personification of 
the U.S.

“The White Man’s 
Burden” was an 
1899 poem by 
Briksh novelist 
Rudyard Kipling 
(author of The 
Jungle Book), 
urging the U.S. to 
take up the 
“burden” of 
colonizakon. 



Roosevelt and the federal government 
backed the Panamanian Revolution in 
exchange for the right to build a canal across 
Panama.

Most Americans at the turn of the century 
understood their government’s role and 
supported their president’s actions regarding 
Panama.

Illus. in: Puck, v. 54, no. 1395 (1903 November 25), cover.
Copyright 1903 by Keppler & Schwarzmann.

“A Revelation in Revolutions”
CAPTION. Uncle Sam: “Well! Well! You boys have 
at last had a revolution which will help the 
whole world”.
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Many of the refugee seekers
at the U.S. border are 
fleeing humanitarian crises 
(violence and political and 
economic instability) that 
have their roots in U.S. 
military intervention in 
Central America.

U.S. intervention has 
including coups, civil wars, 
military occupations and 
training and funding for the 
death squads.
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The U.S. intervened in 
these countries to stop 
the spread of socialism, to 
compete with the U.S.S.R. 
(“proxy wars”), to prop up 
regimes friendly to the 
U.S., and to protect the 
interests of U.S. 
corporations (e.g. United 
Fruit Co. and Standard 
Fruit Co.). 
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U.S. Interventions in Latin America, 1898-1934
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“Just as Sivanandan expressed about 
Britain, colonialism and migration are 

likewise on the same continuum
for the United States… 

‘we are here because you were there’”

Laura E. Gomez, Inventing Latinos. A New Story of American Racism, 2020. © 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC



% of Asylum Applications Approved, 
1983-1991

Nicaraguans 25%

Cubans 19%

Salvadorans 3%

Guatemalans 2%

Central American Refugees Treated Unequally 
by a Biased Federal Government

© 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

American Bap/st 
Churches v. Thornburgh 
(ABC) SeIlement 
Agreement, 1990
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1. 30 seconds to rest your brain

2. 90 seconds for active processing in your notes: 
• Summarize main ideas in your own words
• Identify important new ideas

• Note areas where you would like additional 
clarification

2-Minute Brain Break: 
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An:-La:nx Racism #1: Ethnic Ci:zenship and “Alien Ci:zens”

Civic Nationalism: 
A nation based on shared citizenship 
and common adherence to a set of 

values, beliefs and laws
…regardless of their ethnicity or culture

Ethnic Nationalism: 
A nation based on a common 
race, ethnicity, or cultural or 

linguistic heritage.

Formally, the United States is characterized by civic nationalism…

…but in practice, Latinx Americans, regardless of how many generations 
they’ve been citizens, are often not considered “real” Americans

…instead, they are perceived as “alien citizens”
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Anti-Latinx Racism #2: Colorism

Ayo Magwood (Uproo*ng Inequity LLC), using data from Frank, Reanne, Ilana Redstone Akresh, and Bo Lu. "How do La*no immigrants fit 
into the racial order?." Inequality in the 21st Century. Routledge, 2018. 329-335.
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Anti-Latinx Racism #2: The Racialization of “Illegality”

“And since race is a “fundamental organizing principle of social relationships”, “illegality,” 
like race, has become an axis of stratification with effects similar to those of other social 
hierarchies”. 

“This race-based enforcement system, as Douglas Massey has argued, affects Latinas/os
in similar ways as the criminal justice system marks Blacks”. 

“Sociologists and immigration scholars 
who point to the increasing use of 
undocumented legal status as a proxy 
for race and to the centrality of 
racialization processes in the 
immigration system argue that the 
status of “illegality” is not a race-
neutral term; it has become 
synonymous with “Mexicanness” and 
with being Latina/o”. 

Menjívar, Cecilia. "The Racialization of “Illegality”." Dædalus 150.2 (2021): 91-105.
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48% of Latino students 
attend high-poverty schools



Source: Larrimore, Jeff (2015). "Financial Well-Being of Individuals Living in Areas with Concentrated Poverty," FEDS Notes. 
Washington: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, November 24, 2015. hhps://doi.org/10.17016/2380-7172.1636 © 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

Percent Living in Zip Codes with Concentrated Poverty, 2014
(Where 20% or more live below the federal poverty line)

52% of 
Poor 

Hispanics

34% of 
Non-Poor 
Hispanics

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/notes/feds-notes/2015/financial-well-being-of-individuals-living-in-areas-with-concentrated-poverty-20151124.html
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Ethnic citizenship:
“Alien Citizens”

Colorism
“The racializaXon 

of illegality”

Brown-skinned immigrants are more likely to attend 
poorly-funded schools, receive lower-quality education, 
be undocumented, and hold low-skill, low-prestige jobs
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Up to 1 million Mexican-
American CITIZENS (and 
almost that  many Mexican 
immigrants) were deported 
(“repatriated”) during the 
Great Depression (1930-1943).  
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Mexican Bracero Program, 1942-64 (Up to 125,000 Mexican farmworkers at one time)
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Third-Generation 
Disadvantage for 
Mexican 
Immigrants:

Many Mexican 
immigrant 
families are less 
likely to 
experience the 
white immigrant 
success story

3rd gen Mex immigrant

3rd gen White Immigrant

3rd gen Black Immigrant

2nd gen Mex Immigrant

Ortiz, Vilma, and Edward Telles. "Third 
generation disadvantage among Mexican 
Americans." Sociology of Race and 
Ethnicity 3.4 (2017): 441-457.
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Ethnic citizenship:
“Alien Citizens”

Colorism
“The racializaXon 

of illegality”

Brown-skinned immigrants are more likely to attend 
poorly-funded schools, receive lower-quality education, 
be undocumented, and hold low-skill, low-prestige jobs

Experiences with prejudice and discrimination 
increase Latinx self-identification as 

“Latinx/Latino”, “Brown” or “Afro-Latino”

Seeing brown-skinned immigrants in low-skill, low-prestige 
jobs increases stereotyping, discrimination,

and racialization of brown-skinned Latinx by Whites
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Ethnic citizenship:
“Alien Citizens”

Colorism
“The racialization 

of illegality”

Brown-skinned immigrants are more likely to aIend 
poorly-funded schools, receive lower-quality educaXon, 
be undocumented, and hold low-skill, low-presXge jobs

Experiences with prejudice and discrimination 
increase Latinx self-identification as 

“Latinx/Latino”, “Brown” or “Afro-Latino”

Seeing brown-skinned immigrants in low-skill, low-prestige 
jobs increases stereotyping, discrimination,

and racialization of brown-skinned Latinx by Whites
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Anti-Asian 
violence fostered a 
collective “Asian 
American” identity

“Asians in America”. National Geographic.
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Embracing Afro-Latinx 
Chicano, or “Brown” 
identity and culture

Social and political
collaboration and 

community 
between Latinx 

and Black-
Americans

“Distancing” from 
Blacks and Indigenous 

peoples;
OR embracing 

Indigenous identity to 
distance one’s African 

roots

Negotiating and Contesting Identity

Claiming 
white identity
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Ayo Magwood (Uprooting Inequity LLC), using data from Rumbaut, Rubén G. "Pigments of our imagination: on the racialization and racial 
identities of ‘Hispanics’ and ‘Latinos’." How the US racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its consequences (2011): 15-36.



© 2021 Uproo*ng Inequity LLC
Ayo Magwood (Uprooting Inequity LLC), using data from Rumbaut, Rubén G. "Pigments of our imagination: on the racialization and racial 
identities of ‘Hispanics’ and ‘Latinos’." How the US racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its consequences (2011): 15-36.
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Ayo Magwood (Uprooting Inequity LLC), using data from Rumbaut, Rubén G. "Pigments of our imagination: on the racialization and racial 
identities of ‘Hispanics’ and ‘Latinos’." How the US racializes Latinos: White hegemony and its consequences (2011): 15-36.

Texas 
(South)

Florida 
(South)

Texas 
(South)

Florida
(South)

Florida 
(South)

Regardless of national 
heritage, Latinx in Texas and 
Florida—regions that are 
more rigidly anti-Latinx and 
anti-Black racist—are more 
likely to assert White identity 



Laura E. Gomez, Inventing Latinos. A New Story of American Racism, 2020. © 2021 Uprooting Inequity LLC

Understanding the Racialization and Self-
Identification of Latinx
"We now turn to examining racism toward and racialization of 
Latinos, but we must do so by seeking to understand the legacy of 
four layers of white supremacy, some of them overlapping in time:

1.  Under Spanish colonial rule in Latin America; 

2. After independence from Spain; 

3. Under American colonial rule in Latin America; and 

4. In terms of racialization in the United States".
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1. 30 seconds to rest your brain

2. 90 seconds for active processing in your notes: 
• Summarize main ideas in your own words
• Identify important new ideas

• Note areas where you would like additional 
clarification

2-Minute Brain Break: 
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1. Share thoughts and take-aways in chat
(We would like 100% participation!)

2. Verbal discussion 
(Please limit comments to 1 minute)

End-of-Presentation Discussion


