
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
Michelle N. Deutchman is the inaugural Executive Director of the UC National 

Center for Free Speech and Civic Engagement. 
Formed by the UC Office of the President, the Center 
explores how the fundamental democratic and 
academic principles of free speech and civic 
engagement should enrich the discovery and 
transmission of knowledge in America’s colleges and 
universities. In this role, Deutchman oversees a 
multidisciplinary national fellowship program and 
works across all 10 UC campuses to study and shape 
national discourse about free speech.  

Before joining the Center, Deutchman served as Western States Civil Rights 
Counsel and National Campus Counsel for the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), a 
non-profit organization that has been a leader in combating bigotry, prejudice and 
anti-Semitism for over a century. As National Campus Counsel, Ms. Deutchman 
focused on emerging trends and challenges pertaining to free expression at 
colleges and universities. She trained campus stakeholders – including 
administrators and law enforcement – on how to safeguard free speech at 
universities while simultaneously maintaining a safe and inclusive campus climate. 

She earned her Juris Doctor from University of Southern California Law Center and 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from University of California at 
Berkeley. 
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